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The Huron County Experience 

Planning & Zoning for Wind Energy Projects
[Lets start at the beginning, Fall 2004]
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Harvesting the Wind – the Foundation of Success

Is zoning in place?  Is your Township ready? What requirements should be adopted?

Wind to Energy –setting the stage –

Delivery of components & construction schedules are key to a successful 
project! 

Comprehensive zoning standards are necessary.



4

Moving the blades….an ordinance should require 
other agency approvals (federal, state, county, township). 

For example, MDOT & Road Commission permits.

All the right pieces.
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a new crop…a successful project includes site 
restoration  and compliance with Michigan Soil Erosion 

provisions.

Attaching a Rotor & Catching the Wind…
and attracting attention.
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Crops & More…. jobs, tax base, property owner payments, 
energy production (121.8mw) and  other concerns.

…. Catching the wind with a sunrise ….
Environmental issues become a part of any wind farm project!
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Preserving farmland by placing turbines at the 
edge of fields…
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Let there be wind..a view from above'
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Preserving our farming heritage!
Yes, but….our ordinance still needs to address a 
Decommissioning Plan to deal with wind turbines that 
outlive there usefulness.
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Huron County and Agricultural Preservation:  

The Real Deal.

Michigan Thumb Wind Park, Ubly, Michigan
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The Huron County Experience!!
What have we learned?

• Achieving goals.
• Economic Impacts…jobs, tax base & 

landowner payments.
• Environmental Impacts .
• Agricultural Preservation & more.
• How to implement elsewhere.
• Other issues.  Interconnection

Can I have a small wind turbine on my property??
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Can I connect to the “grid”??
EPBP Laker School Wind Energy Project..


